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BEGINNINGS 

Named for American inventor Thomas Edison, Edson 
Arantes do Nascimento began life in 1940, in the poor 
village of Tres Coracoes, Brazil. He would soon be 
known to all the world — as Pele. 

As a child, Pele played soccer with his neighborhood 
friends, often going barefoot and using stuffed socks 
or coconuts for balls — and cans as goalposts. He had 
one brother and one sister. His father, Dondinho, had 
been a professional player whose career was cut short 
by a knee injury. It was clear, however, that the abili- 
ties of Dondinho had been passed on to his young son, 
Pele. 

When he wasn’t practicing soccer, Pele shined shoes 
for pennies. At 1 1 years old he was discovered by Wal- 
demar de Brito, one of Brazil’s most important players, 
who told people he believed Pele would become the 
world’s greatest player! 

Pele stood out on the field, developing a full range of 
assets from powerful and accurate shooting, to great 
speed, skillful ball control with both feet, unstoppable 
dribbling ability, visionary passing and field strategy, and 
exceptional heading ability. Many Brazilian teams were 
anxious to sign him, and after being spotted by soccer 
star Medardo ‘Lalo’ Olea, Pele began playing for Santos 
Football Club at just 15 years old. 

Playing the inside forward 
position, Pele led Brazil to 
three dramatic World Cup 
titles. In the 1958 World 
Cup in Sweden, at just 17 
years old, Pele stunned the 
world by scoring six goals, 
including two in the champi- 
onship game to help Brazil 
win its first World Cup 5-2 
over Sweden. He is the only 




(Above) One of the balls Pele made out of socks 
to play soccer with as a boy in Bauru, Brazil. 

(Top right) Pele wearing his first ever soccer shoes 
— at age 11. (They where used!) He is dressed in 
the uniform of the Ameriquinha team. 
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footballer to play on three World 
Cup-winning teams — in 1958, 

1962 and 1970. Above all, Pele 
was a prolific goal scorer. He 
finished his career with an amaz- 
ing 1 ,281 goals. Many consider 
him the best soccer player of all 
time. 

THE NEW YORK 
COSMOS 

The last chapter of Pele’s glori- 
ous career played out in New 
York, where he led the New York 
Cosmos to a North American 
Soccer League championship in 
1977. In the 1970s, the North American Soccer League 
(NASL) was struggling in a U.S. sports market dominated 
by baseball, American football, and basketball. 

Yet the league received a shocking jump-start in popularity 
in 1 974 when the New York Cosmos offered the recently- 
retired Pele a then-astronomical salary of over $1 million 
a year to play in America. Early on, the club’s first general 
manager, Clive Toye, had chosen the green and yellow of 
Brazil for the Cosmos team colors - part of his strategy to 
eventually lure Pele to New York! Pele was introduced to 
the world media as a New York Cosmos player in Manhat- 
tan’s celebrated 21 Club restaurant on June 1 1 , 1975. 

The Cosmos gradually recruited other international super- 
stars such as striker Giorgio Chinaglia of Italy, midfielder 
Franz Beckenbauer of Germany, and Pele’s friend Roberto 
Carlos of Brazil - and became a thrilling team which 
for three short seasons packed Giants Stadium. From 
1975-1977, Pele showed millions of Americans the beauty 
of a sport which many knew little about, and through his 
exhilarating play and promotional efforts he worked to 
“make soccer truly popular in the United States.” 

Pele's entrance into the struggling North American 
Soccer League (NASL) catapulted Americans' interest 
in soccer: within two years, the number of amateur and 
professional players in the U.S. quadrupled, and NASL 
attendance soared. Many years later, Pele was proud to 
learn that Claudio Reyna, Captain of the U.S. World Cup 
team, had been a Cosmos fan as a boy in New Jersey. 





(left) Pele: Human highlight reel 




A. Preparing for battle 

B . Outmaneuvering an opponent 
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C. Slicing the defense 

D. Celebrating a goal! 




FINAL GAME OF CAREER: 

PLAYING FOR NEW YORK 
COSMOS AND SANTOS 

On October 1 , 1 977, Pele ended his legendary career in 
an exhibition match between the Cosmos and Santos at 
Giants Stadium - before 77,000 fans, dignitaries and celebri- 
ties, televised around the world. In an emotional pre-match 
speech, Pele took the microphone at midfield and addressed 
the crowd: 

“I want to take this opportunity to ask you, in this moment 
when the world looks to me, to take more attention to the 
young ones, to the kids all over the world. We need them 
too much. I want to ask you — because I believe love 
is more important than anything we can take from life, 
because everything else passes —to say with me three 
times, Love! Love! Love!” 

Each time he said the word the crowd responded — in a 
genuine display of affection for the man who had made so 
many so happy. 

Pele played the first half for the Cosmos — scoring the final 
goal of his career on a rocket from 30 yards out, on a direct 
free kick, driving the ball past the diving Santos goalkeeper 
Ernani. Pele switched jerseys to play the second half for his 
former Brazilian team Santos. The Cosmos won 2-1 . 

At the close of the match Pele ran around the field carry- 
ing a Brazilian flag in one hand and an American flag in 
the other, waving to the crowded stadium. Soon Cosmos 
and Santos players hoisted him on their shoulders to 
complete the lap. Pele recalls, “The end had come, and it 
was as charged with emotional intensity as my previous 
farewells for Brazil in 1971 and Santos in 1974 - again, the 
tears flowed down my face as I received the cheers of the 
crowd, but this time, as the rain came down, I didn’t bother 
wiping them away.” 

SOCCER PLAYER TO THE WORLD 



After his retirement from the Cosmos, Pele became an 
international ambassador for soccer, working to promote 
peace and understanding through sport. He is also known 
for his ardent support of policies to improve the social 
conditions of the poor; when he scored his 1 ,000th goal, in 
1969, he dedicated it to the poor children of Brazil. Today, 
Pele is 67 years old and lives in Brazil. 







Brazilian superstar Pele making his first appearance in a New 
York Cosmos uniform is photographed from all angles as he enters 
Downing Stadium on Randall's Island, New York for a match against 
the Dallas Tornadoes, June IS, 197 S. 



Said Pele: 



“I would go to New York, and bring a little samba to the Big Apple. 
When I retired [from my Brazilian team Santos] something inside me 
had died. Playing football again would be like therapy. 



The US was the richest, most powerful country in the world and yet 
football there was in its infancy. It would be a great opportunity for 
me to change [U.S.] habits... and I could have a great impact. It really 
felt like the start of something exciting and fun to be a part of . ” 





Interview with Pele in Manahttan 

July 1 1 , 2007, by Peter Gottesman 

ON DAVID BECKHAM, U.S. 
SOCCER, AND THE NY COSMOS 

PG: / know you have been asked so many times about 
David Beckham coming to play in America, and his 
potential impact on U.S. soccer — but now that it is 
finally here, and in just 2 days he will be officially intro- 
duced to the American public as a member of the Los 
Angeles Galaxy — do you feel a particular excitement, or 
sense of deja vu, like it is your coming to the New York 
Cosmos again... being introduced to the American public 
at the 21 Club before all the world’s press in 1975 — to 
bring excitement to U.S. Soccer? 

Pele: The atmosphere is the same — people talking 
about some big name who comes to play soccer in the 
U.S. — this looks the same. But that time was a different 
time, because when I came here everything was new — 
the Cosmos team was [only] half professional; half the 
players were college players, it was not a real team [like 
the U.S. professional soccer teams of the MSL today]. 

The football in the U.S. was more in schools, children 
and students playing, but most people did not have in- 
terest. But we worked hard and made football very big. 

We had other great players: Beckenbauer, Carlos Alberto, 
Giorgio Chanaglia, and myself. The Cosmos put 65,000- 
70,000 people in Giant Stadium [with all our hard work]. 
Now Beckham comes with everything done — all the 
organization is here, the level of football in the U.S. is at 
a very high level; they were in just two different worlds. 



I did all the hard work when I came to America in the 
‘70s to build U.S soccer, and I started youth clinics — 
now Beckham is copying me and doing all these same 
things I did [smiling] — but he has it much easier. 

PG: Do you have any advice for David Beckham, 
having been through this yourself? 

Pele: I think the big problem for Beckham is that 
people are going to expect too much from him. He has 
to be very well prepared physically, and to be nice with 
the press, the people — because the people expect this 
from him. He came here to promote soccer and to play 
— he must treat the fans very well. 



(Top right) Before Beckham and the Galaxy ', there was Pele and 
the Cosmos . Los Angeles Galaxy’s VIP English midfielder David 
Beckham warming up before entering the game against DC United 
at RFK Stadium, Washington D.C., Thursday August 9, 2007. 

(Bottom right) Victoria Beckham, a.k.a. Posh Spice, wife of British 
soccer star David Beckham at the July 13, 2007 press conference 
heralding David Beckham's arrival in America as the newest 
member of the Los Angeles Galaxy. Home Depot Center field, 

Los Angeles. 
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PG: Do you plan to watch Beckham’s U.S. debut in 
person? 

Pele: I will not fly to his games, but if he is in New 
York, or if I am close by, I will watch him. 

PG: Has U.S. Professional Soccer today progressed 
the way you had hoped it would, since the time you 
joined the Cosmos in 1975? 

Pele: Oh yes, no doubt. But I just worry a little bit the 
way they try to protect the league [Major League Soccer 
(MLS)]. They must be a little bit more open because the 
idea to control the level of the team [with salary caps and 
limits on the numbers of foreign players] is not a good 
idea — because if I have money to buy good players I 
want to put good players on my team — football should 
be a democracy. 

PG: Looking back, do you think the NY Cosmos, with 
their lavish spending on star foreign players, were good 
or bad for U.S. Soccer? Obviously they brought good 
soccer to the public, but the efforts of other teams to 
match the Cosmos’ spending eventually was one of the 
factors which led to the financial demise of the NASL 
(North American Soccer League). 



Pele: Well, regarding the cost, the people in New 
York are used to seeing the Cosmos win, that’s what 
they wanted. 

One of the big mistakes was not to sign a contact with 
TV/the media. They [NASL officials] should have given 
the games to TV for free; they discussed too much 
about the price — it doesn’t matter if it was for a little 
money [because TV exposure to a wider U.S. audience 
would have been invaluable]. 

On the other hand, if you see today, the biggest sport 
for 8-18 year old American kids is soccer — this means 
the work we did for the Cosmos was very productive. 
Claudia Reyna, Captain of the U.S. Soccer Team, told 
me was a Cosmos fan as a boy, this makes me happy. 

In addition to inspiring future generations of U.S. soccer 
players, the Cosmos also gave top U.S. players in the 
1970s an opportunity — there was a lack of opportunity 
for U.S. soccer players. 

PG: Do you think other international stars will follow 
Beckham to America? 

Pele: Yes, I think Beckham, and other stars like NY 
Red Bulls forward Juan Pablo Angel from Colombia, 
should open the door for big players to come to the U.S. 




Pele epitomized joy in sport 
because he displayed his 
emotions so openly on the 
field - and he was never 
aloof or distant from fans. 
His honesty and humility 
also made him an appealing 
role model 

Here Pele celebrates his 3rd 
goal of the game against the 
Tampa Bay Rowdies during 
a Cosmos home game at 
Giants Stadium , June 19, 
1977. The Cosmos won 3-1. 
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NEW YORK MEMORIES & STARS 

PG: What was your favorite goal as a NY Cosmo? 

Pele: It was the bicycle kick [goal], no doubt, when we 
won 3-1. 1 scored 2, at Yankee Stadium, 1977. 

PG: Was there a particular moment when you were on 
the Cosmos when you thought “Oh God — coming here 
was a mistake!’’? 

Pele: [Suddenly smiling broadly and emotionally] The 
first year, yes. We started to lose 2 or 3 games, 2-0, 3-0, 
then I said “Oh my God!” Half the team was amateur 
college players — after being three-time champion of 
the world [for Brazil in the World Cup] what have I come 
to do here! The beginning was tough — 1975. San Jose, 
Tampa, Toronto all had good teams — and George Best 
used to play in Los Angeles. 

But later, when we got Franz Beckenbauer, Giorgio 
Chanaglia, and Carlos Alberto in midfield, and other 
great players, then I knew I made the right choice to 
play in America. 



Pele & German midfield star 
Franz Beckenbauer 




In fact, I was very depressed and sorry to go at the end 
of my Cosmos career in 1977, because my family wanted 
to go back to Brazil. I was champion when the Cosmos 
won the championship in 1977, and I remember my 
father said, ‘Always when you have to retire, try to retire 
at your best.’ So I retired from the Brazil national team in 
1970 as World Cup champion, I retired again in 1974 as 
Santos champion [Brazil’s most popular club team], and 
as Cosmos champion in 1977. 1 think that’s why people 
remember Pele as a champion at the top of my game. 

PG: Are stories of the Cosmos player's wild partying 
at Studio 54 exaggerated? 

Pele: We used to go to Studio 54 because Warner 
Brothers President [& Cosmos owner] Steve Ross and 
[Warner Music mogul] Ahmet Ertegon were very well 
known for entertainment. They always invited us to go 
when they had an event, either at Studio 54 or Club A, 
a Brazilian club. I used to have a drink with Mick Jagger, 
Rod Stewart, and Liza Minelli, because they used to 
come to New York to do promotions. And Jerry Hall, 
ex-wife of Mick Jagger, helped to select the women for 
the Cosmos cheerleaders. 

I had a great time, it was fantastic for me. I don’t drink, 
but I would sit for a cocktail with these people. I did a 
promotion with Margo Hemmingway, and Joe Namath. 

I saw Woody Allen play clarinet in an Italian Restaurant. 

I talked with Michael Jackson at his home for his birthday 
party — his maid or cook was a Brazilian. It was fantas- 
tic. Robert Redford and I were in the elevator together at 
Warner, Brazilian musician Sergio Mendes is my friend, 

I met Lionel Richie and Donna Summer — she was in 
Brazil a few times. I had a lot of entertainment friends. 

I even had dinner with O.J. because he was doing com- 
mercials for Hertz, and I was doing some for Amex and 
Brut cologne. [Pele’s eyes grow large as he stares at 
me, nodding his head slowly] I have a lot of experience. 
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Zidane — How did you feel about the way his career ended in the World Cup Final, when he was 
expelled from the game with a red card for head butting an Italian defender? 

I know when you mentioned Zidane — I can see it in your eyes - what you were going to ask me. 
Yes, I was sorry because I have this [same] experience of defenders taunting and fouling me. They call 
your mother and sister things. They tease you, they try to make you mad about your family, they want to 
take you off of the game. Or for example, during a corner kick the guy spits in your face. If you are young 
sometimes you lose your mind — but for Zidane, he was an experienced player. This is why his reaction 
surprised me, and I was sorry. 

Do you think Zidane could be tempted to come out of retirement to play in the U.S. — just as you 
were tempted after you retired in Brazil? 

The Red Bulls invited him here, but he was also invited to Japan, where we was offered a huge 
amount of money. We’ll have to see. Zidane was without doubt the best player in the world for the five or 
six years he was at his best. He mastered that spin move of his. 

Did you ever lose your temper on the field? 

No, I didn’t. But also, now the players are more protected [than 
when I was playing]. We didn’t even have yellow cards or red cards to pro- 
tect players [from hard fouls], and people could not see fouls from far away 
like they can today with TV — in my time we did not have this. 



In the the opening game of the 1966 World Cup , the Bulgarian team fouled Pele 
brutally and repeatedly : He had to sit out a game to recover ; and he returned to 
action as Brazil faced Portugal needing to win to stay alive in the tournament 
With Portugal leading 2-0 , a player tripped Pele and then stepped on his knee . 
No foul was called though Pele was severely injured , and Brazil lost 3-1 and was 
eliminated from the World Cup . 

(Right) Pele trudging off injured after being hacked and kicked all afternoon at 
the end of the Brazil versus Portugal World Cup match , 1966. Pele was so angry, 
he vowed never to play in another World Cup. 





Many American stars and athletes were concerned about 
taking photos and intimacy and security — but for me this 
is my life since I was fifteen, and I have no problem with 
it. I’ve never known anything else but being famous. 

I never had any bodyguards. 



I met John Lennon in New York in the 70s, and we had 
lunch a few times. One thing very — very funny — about 
John Lennon, which I mentioned to him in New York, 
was that when we, Brazil, played in ’66 at the World 
Cup in England, we were based in Liverpool, and at the 
time, because the Beatles were very enthusiastic about 
football, they wanted to play music for our team. But 
the coach from Brazil said, “Those crazy boys with the 
big hair cannot come here and play for you,” because he 
wanted us to practice seriously. I wanted to hear them 
play — I don’t think John realized we almost met in ’66, 
but this is what happened. The Beatles started to change 
the way of music at that time. 



PG: Do you understand the rules of baseball and 
American football? 



Pelt relaxes and waves to a fan on Broadway : His 
Brazilian team Santos made the first of many tours 
of the U.S., playing several exhibition games against 
international teams — and drawing record crowds 
at a time when soccer was not popular in the United 
States. Little did he know he would play for New 
York team nine years later! August 19, 1966 , NYC. 

is 



American football? I don’t know the rules, but I know the 
philosophy because we used to train in Giants Stadium 
and we used to want to see them [The NY Giants] training. 
I saw the speeches before the game sometimes and the 
preparations on the board. The Giant coaches were yelling 
“KILL HIM! DON’T LET HIM!” In soccer they [the coaches] 
say “Calm down, be careful, don’t get a red card.” The 
coaches are completely different in philosophy. 



PG: Do you like Halloween? Did you ever take your 
children Trick-or-treating in NY? 



Pele: I never took them, but my wife used to go, before. 
My brother has a house in East Hampton, and always 
on Halloween they have lots of pumpkins — this caught 
my attention. 



Heiei I used to go to the baseball games at Yankee 
Stadium to see the games — I was invited, and I promoted 
soccer there; then I had to watch the game — but to me 
it was a little bit boring, it was not easy! All the players 
are standing still on the field [Pele laughs], not like soccer 
where there is action. 
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GETTING PERSONAL WITH PELE 

PG: What inspired your parents to name you after 
“Edson, ” after Thomas Edison? 

Pele: At that time when I was born, the light — the 
electricity — came to Tres Coracoes or “Three Hearts,” 
my town in Brazil, in 1940. My father told me when I was 
12 or 13 that I was named after Thomas Edison. I was 
very proud. 

IPG: If you had the same mind and the same famous 
smile, but you were not athletic, where do you think 
Edson might be today, if he had never become “Pele”? 

Pele: What happened with me only God could explain. 
If my father and my family had a lot of money, and even 
if they could have sent me to study at one of the best 
universities in the world — even then I would not have 
the opportunity to learn what I learned, to travel all over 
the world, to meet all the world leaders I have met, and 
to see all the different cultures I have seen — and to 
have the experiences I had all my life. Because football 



opened the doors — because the only place I need to 
go now is the moon! [Emphatically] Because I had every 
door open for me. I don’t think any university would give 
me this opportunity. 

PG: Are there any countries you can visit today where 
you are not recognized? Where you can find peace and 
quiet? 

Pele: [turns to me and smiles] I have to make a test — 

I am thinking for that. But I lose my privacy, everyplace I 
go, China, Korea — kids ten years old, okay, say “Mommy! 
Look! Pele is there!” This makes me feel happy and very 
proud, that even young people who have never seen me 
play, in far away countries, recognize me. 

[Pele points to a chic Italian-style navy blue cap resting 
on the table] When I use this hat I stay more private, but 
when I take off the hat everybody notices me — even 
children ten years old — because they recognize my 
hairdo. I’ve always worn the same hairdo my entire life, 
flat on the top, just like my father. I copied it from him. 
Some people of course recognize me with the hat, but 
only 50% — mostly adults and real football fans. 







On October 1, 1 977 \ Pele ended his career with an 
exhibition match between the Cosmos and his former 
Brazilian team Santos . At halftime, the Cosmos retired 
Pete’s number 10, and Pele presented his Cosmos shirt to 
his father - seen here sporting the flattop haircut which 
Pele has lovingly imitated throughout his life . 



PG: Have you ever made anyone faint because they 
were so surprised to see Pele? 

Pele: No, but close — many near heart attacks, boys 
and girls, and old people — they cry, or have panics, in 
a restaurant or on a plane, etc. People have dropped 
things when they saw me. 

PG: What is your most treasured personal possession? 
For example, if your house was on fire, what 3 things 
would you try to save? 

Pele: My family is the most important to me. That’s 
a tough question because I have lots of things — my 
books, my bible, my first soccer ball — I have a Pele 
Museum filled with some of these things in Brazil. I need 
a truck to take it all! 

I would say though, a gift from my father: my first money 
was when I cleaned shoes [as a shoe shine boy], I was 
twelve years old. I have this shoeshine box — my mother 
kept it always — and my father gave it to me. To me, this 
is as important to me as the World Cup trophy. 




Pete's shoe shine box 



PG: Is there a favorite meal your mother used to cook 
for you? 

Pele: I love rice and beans. 




PG: You have been called an artist on the soccer field. 
Do you own any works of art that are special to you? 

Pele: I have a painting by Andy Warhol of me. This 
is very important for me. He did three [copies], one for 
me, one for his gallery, and one for sale. I was recently 
offered $2 million for it from someone in England. At the 
same time he [Warhol] did me and Ali. 



[ Warhol’s portrait of Pele is part of a series of ten famous 
athletes the artist created in 1977-1979 as silk-screen 
paintings on canvas, after photographing each athlete 
in person. In addition to Pele and Muhammad Ali, the 
series included O.J. Simpson, Jack Nicklaus, Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar, Chris Evert, ice-skater Dorothy Hamill, 
jockey Willie Shoemaker, and Tom Seaver.] 
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PG: Did you have any superstitions, or pre-game rituals or special meals, etc. which you used to do before games? 

Pele: Mmm... no superstitions — but before games I always would lie down with my legs up against the wall to relax. 
And also, when I entered the field I would make the sign of the cross. 

PG: In your most well-known film role , in the film Victory (1981), you played a prisoner of war from Trinidad in a World 
War II German PO 1/1/ camp — did you make a big effort to imitate a Trinidadian accent? 

Pele: Yes, I had some friends from Trinidad — so it was easy. I tried to get a lot of information from them. I feel a 
little bit sorry though, because it was the best film about soccer until today, but I could not stay for the whole month of 
shooting because of my schedule, so I was there [on set] only one week. In fact I was with Michael Caine recently in 
England — because they always show the film in Europe before the World Cup. [Caine and Sylvester Stallone starred 
with Pele in the film] 
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WORLD LEADERS 



PG: What U.S. Presidents have impressed you the 

most? 

Pele Kennedy made the biggest impression on me. 

He was polite, and had cooperation, and we talked about 
sports; the Kennedy family has the Special Olympics. 

Ford also — when I did a beautiful project for schools 
in favelas in Brazil, in Mangera [a small ghetto commu- 
nity in Salvador, Brazil]. Ford helped me get money for 
computers, and for books and supplies. 

PG: What famous persons have you met in your life 
who most impressed you? 

Robert F. Kennedy, Democratic Senator of New York , shakes Pete’s 
hand in the locker room after Brazil’s Victory over the U.S.S.R. at 
Rio de Janeiro’s famous Maracana Stadium ( the largest stadium 
in the world) at the height of cold war ; November 22, 1965. 



Pele: The people that took my attention were Moham- 
med Ali, JFK and Robert Kennedy, and the three popes 
I met. Robert Kennedy and I talked a lot, and I liked him 
very much. Of course I come from a Catholic country, so 
I was very proud I met three popes, this was very special 
for me. 

Several times Ali told me “Pele, Brazil is different than 
America” regarding the race problems faced by blacks. 
We talked about this. [Pele reflects] In Bahia they [the 
people] are very connected with Africa. In Brazil this is 
the place with the most African spirit; and the music, 
food, etc. 

The person I am most impressed with is Nelson Man- 
dela. To have a chance to talk — to get a message — it 
was Mandela. I saw him soon after he was released 
from prison — he always gives a good message. He told 
me last year, ‘Pele, I don’t understand, here in Africa I 
have to deal with so many problems — poverty, and I 




have to deal with all the ethnic groups, tribes — I don’t 
understand why such a rich country as Brazil, where 
you speak only one language, why so many people die 
in your country?’ 

I didn’t know what to say to him — how to answer to him. 

I admire Mandela because he cares about people, about 
human beings. Mandela is really an example for all 
humanity. Almost 90 years old and after all the injustices 
that happened, he still gives hope to all people. 

PGl Is there any famous person you would like to meet 
who you have not? 

Pele: Gandhi is the only person who I didn’t meet 
who I wished to meet. 

PG: Did you ever meet Princess Diana, Bob Mariey, 
or the most famous black U.S. ciivil rights leaders? 



Pele: I met Princess Diana once at a charity cocktail. 

I never met Bob Mariey, but I was a big fan of his music. 

I never met Malcolm X. I met Martin Luther King — just 
one cocktail. I met Jackie Robinson — only in a restaurant. 

ENVIRONMENT 

PG: I know you were appointed UN Ambassador for 
Ecology and the Environment in 1992. Did you ever 
meet environmental activist and martyr Chico Mendes? 

Pele: Yes, I met Chico Mendes when I was Minister 
of Sports, when we made a promotion with the Indians 
of the Amazon. [Mendes was a rubber tapper, and a 
celebrated defender of the Amazon rainforest who was 
assassinated in 1981 by ranchers who wanted to clear 
the Amazon forest for cattle grazing] I think the Amazon 
could disappear much faster than people say [if the 
destruction is not stopped, Pele adds]. 



PELE AND ALI AT 
FAREWELL COSMO GAME 

Mohammad Ali holds an NASL 
soccer hall that was a gift from 
Pele during his farewell game at 
Giants Stadium before 77,000 
fans who came to see Pele play 
his final game . VIPs including 
Henry Kissinger and Mick Jagger 
were in attendance . Ali embraced 
Pele after the match and said, 

"Now there are two of the greatest " 
East Rutherford, NJ, Oct.l, 1977. 
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Pele with Nelson Mandela in Pretoria , South Africa . Pele flew to South Africa a few days after our interview to meet Nelson Mandela and join 
the opening ceremonies of the charity soccer match “90 Minutes for Mandela ”, which pitted past and current African soccer stars against past 
and current soccer stars from the rest of the world . The proceeds benefitted Nelson Mandela’s charities for African children. 






ON NEW YORK 

PG: Where in NY did you live when you played for the 
Cosmos? 

Pele: I lived on the East Side between 1st and 2nd 
Avenues near the East River. 

PG: What are your favorite places in NYC? Are there 
any beautiful places you like to walk? Do you have any 
special memories, off the field, in a particular stop in NYC? 

Pele: I have a lot of favorite places in NYC, but my 
one special place is St. Patrick’s Cathedral where I go to 
say a prayer. My special memories were spending time 
in Central Park with my kids when I was playing for the 
Cosmos. 



PG: Where you a good disco dancer in the 70s? 

Pele: I didn’t have too much free time because I was 
very concentrated on the Cosmos team, but sometimes 
I used to go dancing to relax. 

CHARITY 

PG: You have said “My retirement is to work with 
youngsters” — Can you tell me why you feel so passion- 
ately about this? 

Pele: Because I want to pass on my experience to 
the young players, not only for them to become good 
players but also for them to be good people. For this 
reason, I don’t want to be a professional coach because 
the players are already adults. 
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Pele & family strolling through NY's Grade Park , summer 2007. (L to R) Pele's wife Assiria , stepdaughter ; sow, Pe/e daughter. 
Photo by Christophe Geyres/Abaca Press. 



PG: Having risen from poverty yourself, what kind of 
responsibility do you feel to help the world’s poor chil- 
dren? 

Pele: My responsibility is to help everyone, not just 
poor children. 

PG: You have said “I cry easily” — do you ever meet 
with dying children whose last wish is to meet Pele? 
How do you handle this emotionally? Is it overwhelm- 
ing? 

Pele: For me it’s one of the most difficult experiences 
of my life, especially when I go to the hospitals and 
orphanages to visit the children who are dying. 



PG: There are so many children in difficult conditions 
all over the world, How do you choose which children to 
help? 

Pele: I worked with UNICEF and did some work with 
Special Olympics and today I am a part of FIFA’s project 
that helps children all over the world. All these entities 
protect children, no matter what the reason for their dif- 
ficult conditions. I feel very sad about the conditions of 
children in Brazil, a very rich country but because of the 
corruption of the government, children are still dying of 
hunger. 
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PG: Many people fantasize about being able to help 
people in a dramatic way, like a superhero. For you, 
however, because you may be the most famous and 
adored person in the world, this is not merely a fantasy 
— because you can affect events by drawing the world’s 
attention to people’s suffering. How do you balance this 
great responsibility with trying to lead a normal life for 
yourself and for your family, and with your many busi- 
ness obligations? 

Pele: It’s really a big responsibility because through 
football, the sport most played in the world, I became 
famous all over the world. I am a normal person. I 
respect people. I try never to disappoint anyone. And I 
pray to God to help me always set a good example. This 
is the example I give to my children. To God, we are all 
the same. 



PG: What would you still like to accomplish that you 
have yet not done — especially regarding charity work? 

Pele: I would like to get rid of hunger in Brazil. This is 
what I still haven’t accomplished. 

PG: What is your favorite charity project today? 

Pele: At this moment, it’s the Little Prince Hospital in 
Curitiba, state of Parana, in Brazil. 

PG: You once wrote that you would feel your debt to 
God was repaid if you could find a talented, poor Brazilian 
boy with great football potential and bring him to a Brazil- 
ian coach and tell him “Here is the next Pele, train him”... 
and then watch him grow and succeed. Have you done 
this yet? Did you find this boy who was poor with great 
potential, like you? 





Pele: I already have helped a lot of young good Brazil- 
ian players in Santos. Like myself [another Pele], there’s 
never going to be another [laughs] because my father 
and mother closed the machine. 

PG: Do you think it is strange that some other star ath- 
letes have not given as much of their time and energy to 
charity work as you have? 

Pele: No, you have to respect people and the way 
they are. 

PG: Do you think these star athletes, like Michael 
Jordan, have a responsibility to do more? And have you 
ever met Michael Jordan? 

Pele: A lot of athletes prefer not to publicize what they 
do. We are not friends, but I met Michael Jordan at a 
Sports Illustrated photo shoot of the Best Athletes in the 
World. 

GETTING MORE 
PERSONAL WITH PELE 

PG: What do you like most about your wife? 

Pele: I like her honesty and her love for our family. 

PG: How did your wife — who is Christian, and who 
sings gospel music very beautifully - find out about her 
Jewish ancestry? 

Pele: Someone in her family discovered it when read- 
ing about her family name. They found her family was 
one of the first Jewish families in New York — they fled 
from the Portuguese Inquisition in Brazil in the 1600s, 
and sailed to Dutch New Amsterdam — which today is 
New York. 

PG: You have written that your recent autobiography 
that your wife Assiria was happy to discover her Jewish 
ancestry because she admires the Jewish people, Judi- 
asm, and New York's Jewish community. What specific 
things does she (or you) admires? 

Pele: This is a personal question for Assiria. I respect 
people of all faiths. 




Pele kicks off the official opening of Walt Disney World's 15-month 
Millennium Celebration atEpcot in Walt Disney World in Orlando 
September 29, 1 999. Pele also opened Brazil's exhibit in the Millennium 
Village located atEpcot's World Showcase . 

PG: Do you like cats? Do you like dogs? 

Pele: Yes, I love both cats and dogs. I love animals. 

PG: I know you have a farm in Brazil. Did you have any 
favorite pets as a child? Today? 

Pele: My favorite pet as a child was a dog named Rex. 

At my house in Brazil today I have many animals. 

PG: Having been famous since the age of 15, 1 am 
curious, is there any famous person who you ever felt 
intimidated standing next to? An actor? An athlete? A 
world leader? An extraordinarily beautiful woman? 

Pele: I have never felt intimidated by anyone. 

PG: / know you are a big action movie fan. Have you 
met Jackie Chan or Arnold Schwartzenegger ? 
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Franz Beckenbauer, president of the German 2006 FIFA World Cup organizing committee, Brazilian soccer legend Pele and German TV host 
Thomas Gottschalk (L-R) talk to Goleo VI' , the official mascot of the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany, and his best friend, a speaking ball 
named 'Pille', during the German television show "Wetten Dass...?" (Europe's most successful game show.) Leipzig , Germany, November 13, 2004. 



Pele: Jackie Chan no, but I met Arnold when he was 
Mr. Universe. We also did work together for the Spe- 
cial Olympics which was started by his mother-in-law, 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver. 

PG: You recently hired top Hollywood film agency 
William Morris — can you tell please tell me about your 
future Hollywood projects? 

Pele: The company which has the rights to my name 
is in discussions with William Morris about producing a 
new film about my life. 

PG: What makes you scared? Nervous? 

Pele: I am scared to become sick, and I am nervous 
when I discover someone lying to me. 

PG: What makes you cry? What makes you laugh? 



Pele: I'm very sentimental. I cry easily. What makes 
me laugh are funny movies and when my kids mix up 
Portuguese and English words. 

PG: In addition to Nelson Mandela, do you have any 
heroes today? Did you have any heroes growing up as a 
child? 

Pele: I’ve met and respect a lot of famous persons in 
my life. My hero is Jesus Christ. My hero when I was a 
child was my father. He taught me, and encouraged me 
to play football. He was a football player too. 

PG: Did you ever like any fantasy heroes as a child in 
Brazil, such as Batman, Superman, or any comic book, 
film, or TV action heroes? 

Pele: Yes, I liked Robin Hood and Tarzan. 

PG: How much mail do you receive from children? 
From what countries mostly? What do they ask you or 
say to you? Do you ever write back? 
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Pele: I get mail from all over the world. Most ask 
questions about my life or for my autograph. Sometimes 
I write back. 

PG: Has there ever been an athlete in another sport 
(not soccer), who was so graceful and skilled that you 
thought to yourself, “This is the Pele of this sport. ” ? 

Pele: Yes, I feel this way about Ayrton Senna [Brazilian 
3-time Formula One world champion racer], Muhammad 
AN, Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, and Jesse Owens. 

PG: Which athletes, who are among the best at their 
sports, have you seen perform in person? 

Pele: In person I’ve watched Michael Jordan, Bjorn 
Borg, John McEnroe, Arthur Ashe. And I saw Muham- 
mad Ali and George Forman box. 



PG: / know you love music, play the guitar, and have 
composed many songs. You also try to help the condi- 
tion of poor black children in the world. Do you feel the 
images and lyrics in much American rap music is harm- 
ful to poor black children in the U.S. and around the 
world (i.e. images of crime, alcohol and drug use, sex, 
violence, grammatically incorrect or vulgar language, 
negative images of women)? 

Pele: My message is a clean message. I don’t think 
those bad messages help people. 

PG: Can you walk into the poorest, most crime-ridden 
favelas [shanty towns] today in Brazil? Is this too dangerous 
for you? 

Pele: Fortunately, I can walk anyplace, because 
people respect and love me. oo 



Pele and his family in his Manhattan apartment , with his guitar upon the sofa , summer, 2007. Pele sings, and has composed many songs, 
including the sound track for the 1977 film Pele, about his life. Brazilian singer Caetano Veloso wrote a song inspired by Peles famous farewell 
speech, where the chorus sings, Pele said love, love, love ! “Of all the songs written about me ”, says Pele, “1 think that one touches me the most 7 
Photo by Christophe Geyres/Abaca Press. 






THE BEAUTIFUL GAME 











"It was during this time [with the NY Cosmos] that I first used the phrase 'beautiful game.' 
American reporters used to always ask me about 'soccer'. I would reply that it isn't soccer, 
it's 'football'. But I would add that it is not what they considered football, which is American 
football. I said that the football I — and the rest of the world — played was a jogo bonito , a 
'beautiful game'. The phrase was my way of explaining to Americans the difference between 
soccer and American Football. It must have resonated since the 'beautiful game' is probably 
my most commonly repeated phrase." 

— Pele 



WHAT’S IN A NAME? (THE ORIGIN OF ‘PELE’) 

Pele describes the uncanny way he obtained his famous nickname: 

“I can remember the name Pele really bugged me at first. I was really proud that I was 
named after Thomas Edison and wanted to be called Edson. I thought the name Pele 
sounded horrible. It was a rubbish name. Edson sounded so much more serious and 
important. So when someone said ‘Hey Pele,’ I would shout back and get angry. On one 
occasion I punched a classmate because of it and earned a two-day suspension. This 
predictably, did not have the desired effect. Other kids realized it annoyed me and so they 
started calling me Pele even more. Then I realized that it wasn’t up to me what I’m called. 
Now I love the name - but back then, it wound me up to no end. 

I can never be 100 per cent certain about the origin of ‘Pele’, but the most probably version 
is this: it all started with a teammate of my father’s when he played soccer for Vasco de Sao 
Louren^o. The teammate was a goalkeeper, and was know as ‘Bile’, for complicated and very 
Brazilian reasons. 

His real name was Jose Lino, and he came from a small - really small - town in the south of 
Minas Gerais called Don Vicoso. At the age of two little Jose still wasn’t speaking, and this 
worried his mother, a widow called Maria Rosalina, very much. Brazilians are very spiritual 
people and always believe in the inexplicable, in the supernatural, and Maria Rosalina was 
no exception. She decided to call a meeting of benzedeiras , women who performed a kind of 
witch-doctor ritual on nights when the moon was full. Even when people don’t believe, they 
still don’t dare question the effects of the ritual, and Maria Rosalina hoped it would help 
cure Jose’s silent tongue. The benzedeiras went about their work, beginning with a shout, 
‘Bil-bilu-teteia!’ - something like Abracadabra!’ This didn’t happen just once; the story goes 
that the ritual went on for weeks. And one day, a miracle! The boy shouted out, ‘Bile!’ There 
was general rejoicing - he was cured. And that came to be his nickname - Bile - a name 
that stuck when the boy grew up be become the goalie on my father’s team. 

Some twenty years later my father Dondinho would take me along to Vasco training sessions 

- this was before we moved to Bauru, and I must have been three or four. Whenever I could 
I used to nip into the goal and play around, and whenever I managed to stop a shot I’d shout, 
‘Good one, Bile!’ or ‘Great save, Bile!’ Because I was only young I somehow distorted the 
nickname and said that when I grew up I wanted to be a goalie like ‘Pile’. When we moved to 
Bauru, this ‘Pile’ became ‘Pele’. Either I changed it myself, or - according to my uncle Jorge 

- it was because of my thick Minas Gerais accent. I’d speak one way in Bauru and they’d 
understand something me in quite another. And then one boy - I don’t remember who - 
started to tease me by calling me ‘Pele’. 

So thanks to that goalie Bile, and a classmate’s little joke, I became Pele. Now it’s known 
across the world, and I don’t mind it so much. 

I sometimes wonder what Bile, the Sao Louren^o goalie who’d played alongside my father, 
would have made of all this. Would I have existed if he had not? I learned not long ago that 
he died some years ago at the age of fifty-three. His friends say he was proud to know that 
my name Pele had been based on his own. He’s undoubtedly a part of my life, of my story. I 
hope he rests in peace. 
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Funded by their deep-pocketed owners , Warner Communications, Inc., 
the Cosmos agreed to pay Pele $7 million over 3 years, to cover the $2.3 
million in taxes for Pele to take home $4.5 million over three years. A 
licensing agreement also guaranteed Pele 50% of revenues the Cosmos 
received from use of his name, making his contract worth nearly 
$9 million — and making Pele the highest paid athlete in the world! 






$600 MILLION HANDSHAKE 

L 

English soccer star David Becmam greets Yankee slugger Alex 
Rodriguez during the Los Angeles Galaxy’s visit to a NY Yankees 
VS Toronto Blue Jays baseball game in Toronto , Canada , August 6 , 
2007. 2tof/z athletes have signed massive salary and endorsement 
contracts - potentially worth $300 million each! 



\ 





Pele in his early days playing for the Brazil national team . 



THE GOLDEN GOAL (‘GOL DE PL AC A') 

“It was during a 1959 match for Santos against Fluminese thatl 
scored what many consider to be my most spectacular goal. Again . , 
the stage was Maracana. I picked up the ball outside our own 
penalty area an started running with it toward the Fluminese goal 
One player came to tackle me, then another, then a third, a fourth, 
a fifth, a sixth... I just danced around them all before beating the 
goalkeeper as well. The Sao Paulo paper O Esporte heralded it as 
the ‘most beautiful goal’ ever scored in the Maracana. Because the 
game wasn’t televised, it exists only in the memory of those who saw 
it. As a way of remembering it, however, the paper had a bronze 
plaque cast which was mounted at the entrance to the stadium. The 
goal is known as the ‘gol de placa’ - the goal of the plaque - and 
whenever people in Brazil describe goals now as a ‘gol de placa’ they 
are comparing them to the perfection I attained that day’.’ - Pele 





The comic strip Pelezinho was created in honor 
of Pele by renowned Brazilian comic strip artist 
Mauricio de Sousa - who based the character on 
the young Edson Arantes do Nascimento. ‘ Chegueil ’ 
means ‘Here I am’. Pele is only one of two people in 
the world to enjoy the privilege of having de Sousa 
draw a comic strip based on him; the other is the 
late Ayrton Senna, Formula One world champion 
racer, whose character Senninha still appears on the 
back of every issue of Audi Magazine of Brazil. 



PELEZINHO 
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FOOTBALL SHIRTS WORN BY PELE’ AND GASCOIGNE AUCTIONED AT 
CHRISTIES AUCTION HOUSE OF LONDON 

The blue shirt (L) worn by Brazilian football legend Pele when he scored two goals as a 1 7-year-old 
for Brazil in the 1 958 World Cup final against Sweden and the yellow shirt (R) worn by England's 
Paul Gascoigne as he shed tears during the 1 990 World Cup semi-final against West Germany ; 
were auctioned at Christie's of London. Pele’s shirt sold for 59,000 pounds ($105,600) and 
Gascoigne's sold for 24,000 pounds ($42,850). September 21, 2004. 




KISSINGER & PELE 



In 1961 , after several European soccer clubs tried to woo Pele with million dollar offers to play in 
Europe, President Janio Quadros of Brazil declared Pele a national treasure - making it impossible for 
him to leave Brazil without official permission. For his part, Pele, turned down vast amounts of money 
from European clubs throughout his career out of loyalty to his Brazilian team Santos - the only team 
he ever played for before joining the New York Cosmos. 

Pele recalls: 

After my last game with Santos in 1974, ...and after six months of meetings all over the world, mes- 
sages, telegrams, phone calls, I decided to accept the offer from Warner Communications, the New 
York Cosmos' owner, to return to the professional scene for three more seasons. I had been con- 
cerned about the reactions of the Brazilian government and people. However, after receiving a telex 
directly from Mr. Henry Kissinger, then the U.S. Secretary of State, asking me to come to the USA 
to help the development of the game of football there and to be an official representative of Brazil, I 
decided to accept. 

I knew that Kissinger was doing all he could behind the scenes to make it possible for me to move. 

He was a useful ally. Warner Communications also pulled strings wherever it could, and convinced 
Kissinger to offer me this formal invitation, to help oil the wheels of Brazilian bureaucracy. 

It may come as a surprise to learn that Kissinger was and is a great football fan, but it is true, and he 
had a direct influence on my career. 

Kissinger could see the attention focused on Brazilian football and on me in particular, and saw it 
as a way of introducing the game to his own country. Kissinger s argument was impeccable: as a 
lover of football he wanted the game to be as strong in the United States as it was elsewhere, and this 
could only be achieved by bringing the best known footballer of the time to play there. 

Pele is hugged by Henry Kissinger in the Cosmos locker room following a game against the Fort Lau- 
derdale Strikers at Giants Stadium. Warner music mogul Ahmet Ertegun, the son of Turkish diplomat 
who fell in love with American jazz music, is in the background. East Rutherford, New Jersey June 8, 
1977. 
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PELE KNOWS COFFEE 



Pele sips espresso at his Manhattan apartment , summer 2007. One ofPele’s first-ever promotions was starting the 
successful Cafe Pele brand, which is extremely popular today in many countries around the world. Though Pele has 
done many endorsements, this is the only product to which he has ever given his name. 

Says Pele: 

“I thought it was a good idea because coffee is an important Brazilian export. Cafe Pele has been a huge success. In 
fact, in Russia and the other countries that were behind the Iron Curtain it is the number-one coffee brand. Cafe 
Pele has also given me a bit of shock recently. I knew it was popular in the Middle East - but I didn't know to what 
extent: when Saddam Hussein was captured by US forces in 2003, he was apparently hiding in a hole with only three 
possessions - a pistol, a suitcase filled with $750,000 in cash, and a packet of Cafe Pele! 

LAST GAME FOR BRAZIL 

Pele with photographers and reporters at Maracana Stadium. He played his last international game for Brazil (Selegao) 
on this day, against Yugoslavia, choosing to leave the team at the peak of his career. July 18, 1971. 
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Jubilant team members hug Pele (10), who scored the 
winning goal for the Brazilians in their World Cup 
victory over the Swedish soccer team. June 29, 1 958, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
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A KING IS BORN 



u Ihe 1 958 World Cup was my launching-pad. I was on 
the front pages of newspapers and magazines all over the 
world. Paris Match ran a cover story immediately after 
the victory, saying there was a new king on the block. The 
name stuck, and very soon I started to be called King 
Pele. Or, more imply, the King. My friends used to tell me 
that I was a real king, because 1 had been chosen by the 
people!’ - Pele 



Brazilian soccer star Pele (right), waves his arms 
triumphantly after scoring his country's fifth goal in the 
World Cup Final against Sweden. The final score was 5-2 
in Brazil's favor. 
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Despedida ("Farewell") 



Pele's final goal for Brazil’s Santos Football Club, 
October 2, 1974 . 

Pele recalls the moment: 

"Twenty minutes into the match I caught the 
ball with my hands and jogged over to the center 
circle, where I placed it on the ground and knelt 
before it It was at this moment that everyone 
realized my career with my beloved Santos had 
come to an end . " - Pele 

Pele retired from his Brazilian club at age 34, 
donating his final year's salary with Santos to 
children's charities . Soon, however, he would 
shock the world by joining the NY Cosmos . 



The Goal That Wasn’t a Goal: 
Another Santos Memory 

During a prolific period for Santos in 1961, Pele 
recalls: 

“I couldn't stop scoring. In one three-week 
period in September 1961 1 scored twenty- 
three goals in six matches, a statistic that seems 
unreal even to me. 

On another occasion not long afterwards I was 
even awarded a goal that wasn't really a goal. It 
came during a Sao Paulo championship match 
against Guarani, of Campinas. At one point I 
had lobbed two defenders before beating a third 
and then fired a powerful shot at goal. The ball 
thundered against the crossbar and then hit the 
ground before bouncing out. 

The referee, Joao Etzel Filho, awarded the goal 
despite the protests of the Guarani players and 
fans, who said that it hadn't gone in. Etzel said, 
‘You know something? It was such a lovely 
piece of play I'm going to give the goal, whether 
it went in or not. It's a goal to Pele, and that's 
final!'' 




and stepdaughter in Grade Park , summer 2007. 




